
By MARK STAYTON 
Staff Writer 

BELLINGHAM — Increased 
train traffic generated by the pro-
posed Gateway Pacific Terminal 
north of Bellingham would likely 
require building additional track 
parallel to the existing line to avoid 
a bottleneck in the track section 

that stretches from Bow to Custer, 
according to a recent report by a 
railroad analysis firm. 

The report by the firm Transit 
Safety Management was commis-
sioned by the volunteer advisory 
group Communitywise Belling-
ham. The report's preliminary find-
ings were presented Monday to 
the Bellingham City Council. 

The parallel track, called a sid-
ing, allows trains to pass each other 
while going different directions. 
According to the report, those sid-
ings would be necessary to handle 
the type of increased rail traffic 
— up to nine additional round-
trips per day — that the Gateway 
Pacific Terminal is proposing at full 
build-out. 

The company in charge of the 
Gateway Pacific Terminal — SSA 
Marine — recently submitted its 

project application to Whatc 
County's .Planning Departm∎  
which deemed the applicat 
complete. The application inclui 
proposals to build a coal-exp 
terminal and wharf on a I,200-a 
project site at Cherry Point, as 
as a railroad spur that would re. 
the terminal from the main I 
heading north to Canada, 

But the company's applicat 
did not include plans to build 
ings. 

Sidings required to avoid rail bottleneck 
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NEW CHAPTER FOR S-W LIBRARY? 

Rank Varga / Skagit Valley Herald 

John Noyes, of Sedro-Woolley, helps his daughter, Mackenzie, 3, choose a book to check out Tuesday from the Sedro-Wooliey 
Library. Supporters of Sedro-Woolley's library plan to ask voters to approve a rural county partial library district that would pro-
vide library access to all residents living within the city and Sedro-Woolley School District boundaries. 

Officials want 
to pitch rural 
partial library 

district to those 
within school 

district boundaries 

By ERINN UNGER 
Staff Writer 

SEDRO-WOOLLEY —
With the drooping econo-
my and an uncertain future 
for the Sedro-Woolley Pub-
lic Library, its supporters are 
looking to keep it healthy and 
stable with an expansion. 

Library officials say they 
want to pitch the idea of a 
rural partial library district to 
city and county residents liv-
ing within the Sedro-Woolley 
School District boundaries. 
They say the move would pro-
vide better service to current 

See LIBRARY; Page A7 

Information 
Members of the Sedro-

Woolley Library District Com-
mittee will talk about the 
proposal during public com-
ment at the Sedro-Woolley 
School Board meeting at 7 
p.m., Monday, May 14, at the 
Support Services Building. 
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library users and offer 
library access to at least 
some county residents who 
don't currently have it. 

"If we join together, the 
district and the city library, 
we can do amazing things," 
said Debra Peterson, direc-
tor of the Sedro-Woolley 
Public Library. "I think we 
can amaze and delight lots 
of folks from children up to 
adulthood." 

Supporters plan to put the 
issue on the November bal-
lot. 

Currently, access to the 
Sedro-Woolley Public 
Library is included in taxes 
for city residents, along with 
other city resources, like fire 
and police, while those who 
live in the county must pay 
different fees per library. A 
card to Sedro-Woolley Pub-
lic Library costs $56 a year. 

"They're very disappoint-
ed," Peterson said of coun-
ty residents who discover 
that they need, to .pay for a 
library card. 

County residents are 
often surprised to find they 
have to pay the fee. Skagit 
County doesn't have a 
countywide library system. 
Voters in the county rejected 
proposals to create a county-
wide library district in 1997, 
1998 and 2005. 

Critics of a countywide 
system have said the cost of 
a new tax would•be more 
than the cost of the fees 
charged to county residents 
to access local libraries. 

But library supporters say 
a rural county partial library 
district would level the play-
ing field between county 
and city residents by charg-
ing the same tax rate for 
everyone, instead of requir-
ing county residents to pay 
several fees if they want to 
access all the local libraries' 
resources. 

And in the case of 
Sedro-Woolley, the forma-
tion of a district would pro-
tect the library from any 
financial problems suffered, 
by the city and generate 
stable funding. 

Surviving the 
economy 

Since 2008 and the start 
of the recession, Sedro-
Woolley has gone through 
economic troubles, bringing 
the library with it. Collec-
tions from sales taxes have 
dropped and costs continue 
to rise, said city supervisor 
and attorney Eron Berg. 
Cuts to city services must 
be made in the future and 
there's simply not much 
more to cut, he said. 

Those financial uncertain-
ties have made supporters 
nervous about the library's 
future, despite assurances 
from City Council members. 
What's needed is a stable 
and larger source of funding, 
said Beverly Cann, the head 
of the new library commit-
tee. 

Not only would the dedi-
cated funding source pro-
vide the library with stability, 
it would allow for more ser-
vices and programs, support-
ers say. 

Partial library districts 
already exist in Upper 
Skagit and La Conner. 

And along with the par-
tial library districts, Ana-
cortes, Burlington, La Con-
ner, Mount Vernon and 
Sedro-Woolley all have 
reciprocal borrowing agree-
ments that allow for resi-
dents of those cities and dis-
tricts to check out materials 
from those Libraries. 

While that hasn't added 
up to what a countywide 
district could offer, it has 
expanded services for some 
county residents within a 
library district, supporters 
say. 

The proposal 
and process 

Sedro-Woolley library 
district supporters recently 
formed a committee to come 
up with a proposal for a 
library district. The commit-
tee brought its case before 
the City Council, county 
commissioners and school 
district officials this month. 

Their proposal includes a 
new property tax levy rate 
not to exceed .50 cents per 
$1,000 of property value, 
according to Washington 
state law, for those residents 
who approve the measure. 

The committee plans to 
begin gathering an estimated 
1,200 signatures in June to 
put the issue on the ballot. 

If the issue gets on the 
ballot, residents outside the 
city limits but within the  

confines of the district's 
boundaries would vote first 
on the issue in November 
during the general election. 
If district residents approve, 
the vote would then go to 
city residents, and Lyman 
and Hamilton in February. 

If Sedro-Woolley city res-
idents vote no, the council 
could then choose to con-
tract with the new district 
library, decide that the city 
library stays intact and sepa-
rate or change the level of 
library services. 

"Naturally we're hoping 
for yes and yes," Peterson 
said. "Then we'll really be in 
business." 

But the first step is to sell 
it to residents — including 
some who have concerns 
about the proposal. A seg-
ment of the population 
doesn't want taxes to be 
raised, said Sedro-Woolley 
.city councilman Hugh Gal-
braith. Echoing critics of the 
countywide system, he said 
the annual library fee for a 
nonresident is less than the 
property taxes some would 
pay for a new library district. 

Galbraith said he sup-
ports the library but just 
doesn't want city residents 
to pay more for a service 
they already receive. In the 
end, he said, more informa-
tion is needed about how 
much it's going to cost and 
how it's going to affect 
Sedro-Woolley's residents. 

For now, at this cam-
paign's infancy, Cann just 
wants five words to•be on  

people's lips wherever they 
happen to gather around 
town — Rural County Par-
tial Library District. • 

"The most important 
thing is, I want people to be 
talking about it," she said. 

■ Erinn Unger can be reached 
at 360-416-2141 or at 
eunger@skagitpublishing. 
corn. Follow her on Twitter at 
www.twittercornischools_svh. 
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• 	the impacts of the siding 
extensions were significant 
and necessary for the GPT 
to operate according to its 
plans. 

"As such, we believe 
the siding should have 
been included in the per-
mit application," the group 
stated on its website. "At a 
minimum, the City and EIS 
agencies must act to ensure 
that this Bellingham siding 
— which may be the larg- 

extension 
million. 
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